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the amendment, and at the expiration
or yielding back of debate time, the
Senate proceed to a vote on or in rela-
tion to the Murray amendment.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. HATFIELD. Mr. President, I
yield the floor.
f

THE BAD DEBT BOXSCORE
Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, 4 years

ago when I commenced these daily re-
ports to the Senate it was my purpose
to make a matter of daily record the
exact Federal debt as of the close of
business the previous day.

In that first report (February 27, 1992)
the Federal debt the previous day stood
at $3,825,891,293,066.80, as of close of
business. The point is, the Federal debt
has since shot further into the strato-
sphere. As of yesterday at the close of
business, a total of $1,191,392,298,843.23
has been added to the Federal debt
since February 26, 1992.

This means that as of the close of
business yesterday, Tuesday, March 12,
1996, the Federal debt total was exactly
$5,017,283,591,910.03. (On a per capita
basis, every man, woman, and child in
America owes $19,044.03 as his or her
share of the Federal debt.)
f

THE NOMINATION OF COMMANDER
ROBERT STUMPF

Mr. THURMOND. Mr. President, the
Senate Armed Services Committee
agreed on March 13, 1996 to issue the
following statement concerning the
consideration of the nomination of
Commander Robert Stumpf, U.S. Navy.

On March 11, 1994, the President sub-
mitted various nominations for pro-
motion in the Navy to the grade of
Captain (0–6), including a list contain-
ing the nomination of Commander
Stumpf. On the same date, the Assist-
ant Secretary of Defense, in the letter
required by the committee on all Navy
and Marine Corps nominees, advised
the committee that none of the officers
had been identified as potentially im-
plicated on matters related to
Tailhook. The list was reported favor-
ably to the Senate on May 19, 1994, and
all nominations on the list were con-
firmed by the Senate on May 24, 1994.

Subsequent to the Senate’s confirma-
tion of the list, but prior to the ap-
pointment by the President of Com-
mander Stumpf to the grade of Cap-
tain, the committee was advised by the
Department of Defense that the March
11, 1994 letter had been in error because
the Navy had failed to inform the Of-
fice of the Secretary of Defense that
Commander Stumpf had been identified
as potentially implicated in Tailhook.
On June 30, 1994, the committee re-
quested that the Navy withhold action
on the promotion until the committee
had an opportunity to review the infor-
mation that had not been made avail-
able to the Senate during the confirma-
tion proceedings.

On April 4, 1995, the Navy provided
the Committee with the report of the

investigation and related information
concerning Commander Stumpf, and
subsequently provided additional infor-
mation in response to requests from
the committee. On October 25, 1995, the
committee met in closed session—con-
sistent with longstanding practice—to
consider a number of nominations and
to consider the matter involving Com-
mander Stumpf. The committee di-
rected the Chairman and Ranking
Member to advise the Secretary of the
Navy that ‘‘had the information re-
garding Commander Stumpf’s activi-
ties surrounding Tailhook ‘91 been
available to the committee, as re-
quired, at the time of the nomination,
the committee would not have rec-
ommended that the Senate confirm his
nomination to the grade of Captain.’’
The committee also directed that the
letter advise the Secretary that: ‘‘The
committee recognizes that, in light of
the Senate having earlier given its ad-
vice and consent to Commander
Stumpf’s nomination, the decision to
promote him rests solely with the Ex-
ecutive Branch.’’ A draft letter was
prepared, made available for review by
all members of the committee, and was
transmitted to the Secretary on No-
vember 13, 1995. On December 22, 1995,
the Secretary of the Navy removed
Commander Stumpf’s name from the
promotion list.

The committee met on March 12,
1996, to review the committee’s proce-
dures for considering Navy and Marine
Corps nominations in the aftermath of
Tailhook. At that meeting, the com-
mittee reviewed the proceedings con-
cerning Commander Stumpf.

The committee, in considering the
promotion of Commander Stumpf,
acted in good faith and in accordance
with established rules and procedures,
including procedures designed to pro-
tect the privacy and reputation of
nominees, with appropriate regard for
the rights of Commander Stumpf. The
Chief of Naval Operations has testified
that he believes such confidentiality
should be maintained. The committee
made its November 13, 1995 rec-
ommendation based upon information
that was made available by the Navy.

At the present time, no nomination
concerning Commander Stumpf is
pending before the committee, and the
Secretary of the Navy has removed his
name from the promotion list. The
committee has been advised by the
Navy’s General Counsel that this ad-
ministrative action taken by the Sec-
retary of the Navy is final and that the
Secretary cannot act unilaterally to
promote Commander Stumpf.

The committee notes that much of
the material that has appeared in the
media about the substantive and proce-
dural issues concerning this matter, is
inaccurate and incomplete.

As with any nominee whose name has
been removed from a promotion list,
Commander Stumpf remains eligible
for further nomination by the Presi-
dent. If he is nominated again for pro-
motion to Captain, the committee will

give the nomination the same careful
consideration it would give any nomi-
nee.
f

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 2 p.m., a message from the House
of Representatives, delivered by Ms.
Goetz, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House agrees to the
report of the committee of conference
on the disagreeing votes of the two
Houses on the amendment of the Sen-
ate to the Bill (H.R. 1561) to consoli-
date the foreign affairs agencies of the
United States; to authorize appropria-
tions for the Department of State and
related agencies for fiscal year 1996 and
1997; to responsibly reduce the author-
izations of appropriations for United
States foreign assistance programs for
fiscal years 1996 and 1997, and for other
purposes.

The message also announced that the
House agrees to the amendments of the
Senate to the bill (H.R. 2036) to amend
the Solid Waste Disposal Act to make
certain adjustments in the land dis-
posal program to provide needed flexi-
bility, and for other purposes.

The message also announced that the
House has passed the following bills
and joint resolution, in which it re-
quests the concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 2064. An act to grant the consent of
Congress to an amendment of the Historic
Chattahoochee Compact between the States
of Alabama and Georgia.

H.R. 2276. An act to establish the Federal
Aviation Administration as an independent
establishment in the executive branch, and
for other purposes.

H.R. 2685. An act to repeal the Medicare
and Medicaid Coverage Data Bank.

H.R. 2972. An act to authorize appropria-
tions for the Securities and Exchange Com-
mission, to reduce the fees collected under
the Federal securities laws, and for other
purposes.

H.J.Res. 78. Joint resolution to grant the
consent of the Congress to certain additional
powers conferred upon the Bi-State Develop-
ment Agency by the States of Missouri and
Illinois.

The message further announced that
the House agrees to the following con-
current resolution, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H. Con. Res. 149. Concurrent resolution
condemning terror attacks in Israel.

f

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent and referred as indicated:

H.R. 2276. An act to establish the Federal
Aviation Administration as an independent
establishment in the executive branch, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

H.R. 2685. An act to repeal the Medicare
and Medicaid Coverage Data Bank; to the
Committee on Finance.

H.R. 2972. An act to authorize appropria-
tions for the Securities and Exchange Com-
mission, to reduce the fees collected under
the Federal securities laws, and for other
purposes.

The following concurrent resolution
was read and referred as indicated:
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